
When I asked for help from the Ogden Rescue Mission a little over a year ago, I was desperate. I 
had spent most of my life using drugs and living on the streets. Yes, there were a few times when I 
gained sobriety and held down jobs, but those times were few and far between. 
Now in my mid-50s I was living on Ogden’s streets and had an upcoming date with my probation officer where I knew I 
would fail my drug test and likely be sent back to jail. With nowhere else to turn, I came to the Mission wondering if they 
could or would take a chance on me. I was blessed when they told me I could join the New Life Program. 

Every day since, I feel like God has changed my life, little by little each new morning. 

One thing that especially helped me was the Work Therapy part of the New Life Program. I started working in the kitchen 
where we served hundreds of daily meals. Soon I was promoted to the morning kitchen lead. It felt good to have 
responsibility and to be able to help hungry people, even as it was stressful to oversee a large kitchen. 

I grew closer in my relationship with God as I attended Bible studies, educational classes, and chapel services. When I would 
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Joe Tigerina went from living on the streets and being in and out of jail to becoming sober, employed, and 
having renewed relationships with his family. He credits God’s grace, which gave him the faith to depend on 
God and the people who wanted to help him at the Ogden Rescue Mission. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR MAY MORE-THAN-MEALS MATCH! 

Help us raise $50,000 in May to restore lives and end homelessness. 

Double your impact. During the month of May, generous friends of the Rescue Mission 
will match your gift dollar for dollar! With more people walking through our doors this spring/summer 

and the cost of items like fuel, electricity, and water soaring 
throughout the summer, these matching donations will be a 
tremendous help for the Mission 

Because of this matching program, every dollar given in 
May turns into two. Your gift will go twice as far to feed the 
hungry and help men, women, and children off our streets. 
One meal becomes two, two nights of shelter becomes 
four nights, all to help people off our streets. Please, help 
today!

But wait . . . there’s more, a way to triple your donation in May! 

Triple your impact. Did you know that many 
employers match their employees’ donations to charities? 
Your employer could be one of them. 

How can you find out if your employer matches your 
donations to the Rescue Mission? Ask your HR team if your 
company matches charitable contributions.

You can also call our Donor Relations Office at 
801.746.1006. Our team can tell you if your employer 
offers a matching gift program in coordination with the 
Rescue Mission. If your company does not appear on our 
registry, you may have the opportunity to ask your HR 
department to add the Rescue Mission to your company’s 
donation match list. 

Donate Now. 
•	 Use the enclosed envelope and response card 

•	 Give online at OgdenRescueMission.org 

•	 Call our Donor Relations Office at 801.746.1006 for secure over-the-phone via credit card 

•	 Scan the QR code in this newsletter

Thank you and help us reach our $50,000 May goal by giving today! 

2x

3x



leave the Mission, people I knew from the streets would 
approach me and offer me drugs. But I was able to say no 
and turn around and head straight back to the Rescue 
Mission. 

GOD USES HIS PEOPLE
One day, our House Manager Jimmy asked me if I would 
speak at the evening chapel service during one of his days 
off. Ever since then, I have been speaking at the Sunday 
evening chapel service, sharing a little bit from God’s Word 
and my own testimony with the homeless men and women 
who gather for our service each night. I feel blessed to be 
someone people come to for advice and comfort. 

I know God often works through people. He used people to 
work in my life and I have so many friends at the Rescue 
Mission to thank who invested in me. Because of that, I am 
blessed to be able to reinvest in the lives of others. Be it 
one person or 1,000 people, I want God to use me to help 
people get off the streets. 

When I graduated from the education and stabilization 
phases of the New Life Program, I entered the employment 
phase. I had many job interviews with major retailers, local 
companies, and even a pest control business. While the 
interviews went well, I would always fail the background 
check. I have several charges on my record from my life of 
using and selling drugs. 

At one point I came to evening chapel and went to the 
podium and shared with everyone there how demoralized I 
was. I shared that I wanted to quit. I had been looking for 
work for several months and had gotten nowhere. I hadn’t 
saved up any money for housing and I felt that there was no 

one who would hire me. But people prayed for me and God 
encouraged me to keep going. 

GAINING EMPLOYMENT
A short time later I applied for a driver position for an auto 
parts delivery company. The business stores large quantities 
of auto parts and then delivers them to mechanic shops 
when they need them. I had an interview and the manager 
wanted to hire me. He told me he just needed to run a 
background check. I then shared that I likely wouldn’t pass. 
He looked at me and asked me to tell him my story. I did 
and a week later, even before the background check came 
back, he hired me. 

I know this was God answering those prayers. Without Him, 
I would not have this job now and not be saving money so I 
can get a place of my own. Soon I will be off probation and 
look forward to living a simple life of work with a small 
place of my own, off the streets. 

My dad, whom I stole from and mistreated in so many 
ways, now regularly spends time with me. My dad, me, and 
my niece often go out to dinner after my work shift and my 
dad even gave me a car so I could get to work easier. 

I thank God for saving me. I also thank God for all of you, 
the faithful supporters of the Ogden Rescue Mission. 
Without you there wouldn’t have been a place where I 
could come and get the God-enabled help I needed to 
change my life. Thank you so much for your support. It has 
meant so much to me and my family. 

Joe: Continued from the Front Page

If your household is like mine, it’s amazing 
how many things pile up over time. 
There’s the 24-pack of green beans we bought 
during a November case-lot sale that we were sure 
would fit into our meal plans but somehow we still 

have 21 cans still in the pantry. 
There’s the quarter-zip pullover 
that fit me five years ago and I 
just know that this is the year I 
can fit back into it. I mean, it’s 
still in style, right? Then there’s 
that bin of socks I never wear 
but figure I need to hold on to in 
case of emergency. There’s also 
dozens of things my kids have 

outgrown that I could put in a yard sale or sell 
online. 
I share all of this knowing May is a great time for 
spring cleaning. This particular May, 2024 also 
comes as the Rescue Mission is desperately low 
on things like canned food, adult men’s clothes, 
bath towels and other basic necessities that are so 
needed by our homeless and low-income friends. 
Jesus said, “sell your possessions, and give to the 
needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do 
not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that 
does not fail, where no thief approaches and no 
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” (Luke 12:33-34). 
I do not believe Jesus here is asking His people to 

sell everything they own. Indeed, in other places 
in the Bible, God’s people are charged to provide 
for their families and to work hard to provide for 
themselves. In fact, Biblical hard work and self-
sufficiency is a key part of what we teach in our 
New Life Program. 
But if you are holding on to 21 cans of green beans 
or have out-of-style clothing that doesn’t fit, or if 
that nice bike you bought your 12-year-old who 
has now outgrown it is sitting unused in your 
shed, these are the things we should give to our 
homeless friends or sell and donate the proceeds. 
My challenge to you this May, then, is that if you 
have things you are no longer in need of, donate 
them to the Rescue Mission, because there are 
others who are in need.  We can definitely use 
it during this season when we are so low on 
basic supplies that many of the poorest in our 
community cannot afford to purchase.  
Thank you so much for your support and please 
believe the promise God shares with His people 
that when we give on this Earth, our treasure in 
Heaven will be so much greater. 
God bless you, 

Chris D. Croswhite
Executive Director
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